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the preservation of what was recognized as one of the chief architectural treasures of Europe was assured by a national subscription. The work of renovation was begun in 1823, and the edifice, completed according to the original plan, was opened in 1880, in the presence of Emperor William I. and all the reigning German princes. The Cathedral contains the shrine of the Three Kings of Cologne (supposed to be the Three Wise Men who came from the East to adore the Infant Christ). Their bones are said to have been brought to Cologne by Frederick Barbarossa. In the choir the heart of Marie de' Medici is buried.

The Church of the Minorites, containing the tomb of the celebrated scholastic Duns Scotus, St. Maurice's Church, and the Church of the Jesuits are also good examples of Gothic architecture. Other important churches are: St. Peter's (1524), containing Rubens' celebrated Crucifixion of St. Peter; the Apostles' Church (nth and i2thcenturies); St. Gereon's, possessing the relics of the 308 martyrs of the Theban legion; and St. Ursula's, where are preserved the bones of the n,ooo martyred virgins, companions of St. Ursula. The (municipal) Wallraf-Richartz Museum (1855-61) is especially noteworthy for its collections of pictures and Roman and mediaeval antiquities.

In the newer parts of the city stand the Industrial Art Museum (1899-1900); the former city gates, which now contain the natural history and historical collections; the Synagogue; and the fountain erected (1897) to commemorate Emperor William I. The Zoological and Botanical Gardens are on the north side of the city. The educational institutions include the Academy of Practical Medicine, the University of Cologne (the 3d largest in Germany), the United School of Engineering, the Arts and Crafts School, and commercial and technical secondary schools. The city has acquired a high reputation for music. It is the cultural center of western Germany and a travel center.

After the World War, Cologne retained its rank as the chief economic center of the Lower Rhineland. The only Produce Exchange in Prussia was organized here in 1919 and there is a Stock Exchange. Cologne is the chief western Germany livestock market and the center of the Rhine brown-coal industry and also of the aluminum, ultramarine, sugar and tobacco industries.

Manufacturing is an important industry; sugar, tobacco and cigars, and chocolate being prominent among the city's products. The celebrated perfume known as eau de Cologne

or cologne water is manufactured here. Printing is a leading industry, and the Kolnische Zeitung is a famous newspaper with an enormous circulation. Commerce is large. The .city's well-equipped air port is the center and junction of air lines connecting with all parts of the world. It is the fifth largest city in Germany; p. 769,000.

The military Colonia (Agrippinensis), from which the city derives its name, was planted here by Agrippina, wife of the Roman Emperor Claudius, in the year 50 A.D. It became the capital of the Roman province of Lower Germany. From 1367 Cologne was one of the most influential members of the Hanseatic League. Aided by a native school of painters and architects, and by the founding of the University (1388), the city became (i3th to 15th century) one of the largest and most powerful in Europe. But from the i6th century it slowly decayed, the process finally culminating in the suppression of the University, and the annexation of the city to the French republic (1797).. The revival of Cologne dates from its incorporation with Prussia in 1815. A number of Allied air raids were carried out on the city during the World War. In December 1918, it was occupied by the Allies and became headquarters of the British army of occupation until 1926. Cologne was repeatedly bombed in World War II. Consult K. Hinkson, Life in the Occupied Area (1925); H. Wieger, Handbuch von Koln (1925),

Cologne, Eau de.   See Eau de Cologne.

Colombes, town, department Seine, France. In the castle, Henrietta Maria, queen of Charles I. of England, died in 1669; p. 57,313.

Colombia, republic of South America, occupying the n.w. corner of the continent. It is bounded on the n. by the Caribbean Sea; on the s. by Brazil, Peru, and Ecuador; on the c. by Venezuela and Brazil; on the w. by Ecuador, the Pacific Ocean, and Panama. The area is variously estimated at from 443,985 to over 450,000, a commonly accepted estimate being 447>536 sq. m. The most striking physical characteristic of Colombia is the group of three great mountain ranges which traverse the country from n. to s. These ranges, which are part of the Andes, are known as the Eastern, Central, and Western Cordilleras, and rise in places to heights of 15,000 and 16,000 ft. To the e. of these ranges stretch vast llanos or plains, while between them are longitudinal valleys drained by rivers flowing into the Caribbean Sea, of which the chief are the Mag-dalena and its great tributary the Cauca, the Sinu, and the Atrato, These rivers in their